
   
 

 

 

 President’s Message 
 

A lot of people have asked me if I’m glad 
my time as President of the Nashville 
Chapter of AGA is drawing to a close. That 
is not a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ question for me. I’ve 
certainly enjoyed this past AGA year. This 
chapter has continued to do amazing 
things for the community, the members 
and National AGA. Sometimes I felt like I 
was just barely able hang on for the ride 
as things were moving so fast while each 
committee pursued its strategic plan. 
There should be less work for me, but 
being intimately involved in all the things 
going on in the Chapter Executive Com-
mittee, luncheons, community service 
opportunities, and other training events, 
was worth it. 
 
The year is not really over until June 30, 
and even then the outgoing president 
gets to represent the chapter at the Na-
tional Professional Development Training 
(PDT) event, which is mid-July in Orlando 
this year. Upon returning from the Na-
tional PDT, the now past-president, has to 
ensure all the end of year reports, tax fil-
ing and the review are submitted on time.  
 
So, what did you think of that awards 
luncheon? What a great way to honor our 
retirees, scholarship recipients, communi-
ty service awards, membership awards, 
member of the year, accountability pro-
fessional, newsletter awards, outstanding 
achievement in government, and presi-
dent’s award recipients. The new mem-
bers of the CEC were presented and 
Michelle was given the president’s gavel. 
Giving awards is always fun, especially 
when the recipient is unaware one is 
coming. I saw several surprised looks on 
people’s faces when their name was 
called to come up front. Congratulations 
to all the award recipients! 
 

 
 
On May 15 and 16, six chapter members 
attended all or part of the Southeast Re-
gional PDT in Frankfort, KY. We had a great 
learning experience with many knowledge-
able and interesting speakers over the two 
days. National President Mary Peterman 
made two presentations, and if you have 
not heard Mary speak, you’ve missed some-
thing. She is very engaging. Another speak-
er that always gets rave reviews was former 
National President Dr. Billy Morehead. Be-
sides knowing his stuff, Billy has a quick wit 
which keeps things interesting. Those are 
just two of the great speakers we learned 
from. 
 
I’ve already alluded to the upcoming Na-
tional PDT in Orlando in July. This some-
thing like the 63rd time AGA has held this 
national event. This will be my third one, 
and they seem to get better each year. I 
hope you can go and experience all that 
goes on. If not this year, save your pennies 
and be ready to attend the 2015 PDT in our 
own Music City! That’s right, it will just be 
over the river and through the woods at 
Opryland Hotel and Convention Center. In 
2015, we’ll show the rest of the country 
how to hold a convention.  
 
This summer there may not be any lunch-
eons or training events, but you can be sure 
your CEC will be hard at work getting ready 
for the next program year. If you are called 
upon to be part of a committee, please say 
yes and bring your best ideas to the table as 
we continue to build our chapter to be 
better than the year before.  
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity 
to serve as your chapter president this past 
year.  

Rusty  
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Congratulations to the New CGFMs! 

  

 The AGA Nashville Chapter is pleased to announce the latest members to receive the 

 designation of Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM). DONNA NICELY and 

 MICHAEL  WINSTON were recently granted the CGFM designation.  

This professional certification recognizes the unique skills and special knowledge required of today’s govern-

ment financial managers. It covers governmental accounting, auditing, financial reporting, internal controls 

and budgeting at the federal, state and local levels.  

AGA’s CGFM program was specifically designed to meet the critical need for an increased emphasis on the 

professional qualifications and stature of government financial managers.  

AGA is the member organization for financial professionals in government. We lead and encourage change 

that benefits our field and all citizens. Our networking events, professional certification, publications and on-

going education help members build their skills and advance their careers. 

 

 

 

Welcome Guests at the May Awards Luncheon! 

Jamie Gaither — scholarship parent 

Madison Gaither — scholarship winner 

Teresa Hensley — retiree 

Robbie Hunter — retiree 

Pam Hyler — guest of Kay S. Ulmer 

Richard Norment — retiree 

 

 Adabella Patrie — scholarship winner  

 Engrid Patrie — scholarship parent 

 Bob Powell — retiree 

 Robert “Smitty” Smith — retiree 

 Erin Worley — scholarship winner  

 Tammy Worley — scholarship parent 
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May 2014 Awards Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

Member of the Year — Charlotte Gentry 

President’s Award— Andrew Furlong 

Membership Drawing Winner— 

Charlotte Gentry 

President’s Plaque — Rusty Lacy 

Membership Drawing 

Winner — Karen B. Hale 

Passing the Gavel — Michelle Earhart 

Community Service Awards— David 

Lannom, Shirley Thornton and Melvin 

Jones, Jr.  

President’s Award— Jeff Hughes 

Outstanding Achievement in Government 

Accountability— Joe Kimery 

President’s Award— Kay S. Ulmer 

Newsletter Award— Jeff Hughes 

2014-15 Chapter Officials 
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May 2014 Awards Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Scholarship Winners! 

Fawn W. Ellis Scholarship  Winner— Erin Worley 

W. R. Snodgrass Scholarship  Winner— Adabella Nunez 

W. R. Snodgrass Scholarship  Winner— Madison Gaither 

The Nashville Chapter has a long history of awarding scholarships to college or college-bound students. The 

William R. Snodgrass Scholarship, named for his astounding contribution to the accounting and auditing profes-

sion, is awarded to two middle or west Tennessee, southern Kentucky or northern Alabama high school senior 

or college students with a business-related major such as accounting, economics, finance, information systems, 

management or marketing. One award is for $2,000 and one is for $1,000. This year’s recipients are: Adabella 

Nunez, $2,000, and Madison Gaither, $1,000. 

 

The Fawn W. Ellis Scholarship, named posthumously for a State Audit employee, is awarded to two AGA Nash-

ville area chapter members, members’ spouse or members’ children or grandchildren (any school and any major 

may apply.) One award is for $2,000 and one is for $1,000. This year’s recipients are: Erin Worley, $2,000, and 

Ty Tucker, $1,000 (not pictured). 



 5 

 

Congratulation Retirees! We Thank You for Your Service! 

We want to thank all of the AGA Nashville Chapter retirees for their dedication and service. We celebrate 

these great men and women for over 170 years of government and/or academic service. We thank you for 

all you have done and all you have taught us. We send our very best wishes for a happy retirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Richard Norment — 45 years Teresa Hensley — 30 years 

Bob Powell — 24 years 

Robbie Hunter — 25 years Robert “Smitty” Smith — 25 years 

Not Pictured: 

Diana Jones  - 23 years 

Maureen Abby  - 20 years 

Patricia Wakefield — 20 years 
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Committee—Thank you! 

The Community Service chair and co-chair would like to say a big 
THANK YOU to everyone who served on the committee, volunteered 
and/or donated to the community service events this year!  Be on 
the lookout for next year’s events starting in August 2014 and enjoy 
your summer!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 

 

 



 7 

 

2013—2014 AGA Nashville Chapter Leadership Directory 

Officers 

President 
Rusty Lacy 
(615) 401-7764 
Rusty.Lacy@cot.tn.gov 
 
President-Elect 
Michele Earhart 
(615) 253-6057 
Michelle.Earhart@tn.gov 
 
Immediate Past President 
Ray Register 
(615) 532-0216 
Ray.T.Register@tn.gov 
 
Secretary 
Carrie Blair, CGFM 
(615) 741-1264 
Carrie.Blair@tn.gov 
 
Treasurer 
Kay Ulmer, CPA, CGFM 
(615) 253-8203 
Kay.S.Ulmer@tn.gov 
 

One-Year Directors 
 
Leigh Anne Hagar 
Finance Co-Chair 
(615) 862-6364 
LeighAnne.Hagar@nashville.gov 
 
Jacqueline Laws, CFE 
Community Service Chair 
(615) 747-5209 
Jacqueline.Laws@cot.tn.gov 
 
Ron Queen, CGFM, CPA 
(615) 401-7862 
Ron.Queen@cot.tn.gov 
 
Chas Taplin 
Education Chair 
(615) 747-5287 
Chas.Taplin@cot.tn.gov 
 
Jennifer Whitsel 
Membership Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5265 
Jennifer.Whitsel@cot.tn.gov 
 
Jerry Durham, CGFM 
CGFM Chair 
(615) 401-7951 
Jerry.Durham@cot.tn.gov 

Two-Year Directors 

John Dunne 
Meetings and Attendance Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5286 
John.Dunne@cot.tn.gov 
 
Michael Edwards 
Awards Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5277 
Michael.Edwards@cot.tn.gov 
 
Andrew Furlong 
Finance Chair 
(615)  253-2018 
Andy.Furlong@tn.gov 
 
Kandi Thomas 
Membership Chair 
(615) 747-5274 
Kandi.Thomas@cot.tn.gov 
 
Margaret Walker 
Early Careers Chair 
(615) 507-6688 
Margaret.Walker@tn.gov 
 
Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 

 
Nathan Abbott, CISA, CFE 
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7842 
Nathan.Abbott@cot.tn.gov 
 
Gerry Boaz, CGFM, CPA 
Accountability Outreach Chair 
(615) 747-5262 
Gerry.Boaz@cot.tn.gov 
 
Tammy Fruscione, CGFM 
Community Service Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5221 
Tammy.Fruscione@cot.tn.gov 
 
Jennifer Garoutte 
Corporate Sponsorship Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7950 
Jennifer.Garoutte.cot.tn.gov 
 
Nichole Curtiss 
Corporate Sponsorship Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7947 
Nichole.Curtiss@cot.tn.gov 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 
 
Karen B. Hale, MAOM, CGFM 
Newsletter Editor 
(615) 401-7742 
Karen.B.Hale@cot.tn.gov 
 
Barry Monson 
Program Chair 
(615) 401-7912 
Barry.Monson@cot.tn.gov 
 
Scarlet Sneed, CGFM, CPA, CFE 
Meetings and Attendance Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5243 
Scarlet.Sneed@cot.tn.gov 
 
Dan Willis, CGFM, CPA, CISA 
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5247 
Daniel.Willis@cot.tn.gov 
 
Jeff Hughes, MBA, CGFM, CFE 
Awards Co-Chair 
(931) 729-5161 
Jeff.Hughes@tn.gov 
 
 
 
 
Chapter Address: 
 
AGA Nashville Chapter 
PO Box 198025 
Nashville, TN 37219 
 
 
Visit the Nashville Chapter website at 
www.nashvilleaga.org  


